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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ; 

V/ith the largest class in its history to be graduated at impressive 
commencement exercises on May 31, the Palm Beach Junior College vdll begin 
its graduation activities with a baccalaureate service on May 29> according 
to Dr. John I. Leonard, President of the college. 

Baccalaureate services for this class of 53 will be held at the Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church at 11:00 a.m. on May 29, with the Rev. Martin 
Bram delivering the baccalaureate sermon. Taking part in the service, which 
will be marked by a full academic procession, will be the college president. 
Dr. John I. Leonard, who > 0.11 read one of the Scripture lessons, 

Mr. James Vnattenbarger will deliver the address at the commencement 
exercises, which will be held at the college quadrangle at 8:00 p.m. on 
May 31. Mr. Wattenbarger, a 1941 graduate of Palm Beach Junior College, 
entered the service while at work on his degree at the University of Florida, 
and upon his return from the service, he completed his work and was awarded 
a bachelor’s degree. He continued at the University, and the Master of Arts 
in Education degree was conferred upon him about two years ago. He has since 
become the assistajit principal of the P. K. Young Laboratory School at the 
University of Florida, where he is now continuing his work toward a doctor’s 
degree. He will be on a leave of absence for the 1949-1950 college year, 
during which time he will complete his work on his dissertation, and he will 
receive the Doctor of Education degree in June of 1950. Mr. Wattenbarger's 
thesis for his Master's degree was written on a phase of junior college 
work in Florida, and his doctoral dissertation will be an amplification of 
the development of this area of education in Florida. He will be intro¬ 
duced at the commencement exercises by Mr. Howell L. Watkins, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, who served as Dean of Palm Beach Junior College from 
the date of its organization until his recent election to his present office. 
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The graduation -will feature a full academic procession in which the graduating 
class and all faculty manbers will participate. Full adherence to the academic 
code will be observed by the faculty members, who will wear the caps, gowns, 
and hoods which are symbolic of their individual degrees. The colorful pro¬ 
cession for this graduating class, which is sponsored by Mrs. Esther Holt, 
will move promptly at 8:00 P, M. Dr. Leonard has announced that seating 
arrangements have been made to accomodate the largest group of people ever 
to visit the college campus. Marshalls for the procession will be Mr, John 
Bregger, President of the Freshman class, and Mr. William Chambers, newlyi 
elected President of the Student Body for the coming college year. Mr, 

Clyde Windham, who has served as Vice-President of the Student Body during 
the present year, will act as the chaiiman of the ushers committee for the 
graduation exercises. 

A highlight of the commencement program will be the presentation by Dr. 
Leonard of the Phi Da Di Scholarship Cup and award. The Phi Da Di men's organi¬ 
zation each year presents this cup to the student who has maintained the highest 
scholastic average during his two years at Palm Beach Junior College. At the 
commencement exercises the College Singers, under the direction of Mr. Raymond 
Hunter, will appear in three numbers: "Rain and the River" (Fox), "Morning" 
(Speaks), and "Listen to the Lambs" (Dett). The "Campus Four", a men's 
quartet composed of Elmer Kreiser, first tenor, William Harman, second tenor, 

Rob Roy Rhudy, baritone, and Lyman Webster, bass, will present a group of 
three numbers, "Look Away to Heaven"; "Oh, Evaline"; and "Those Pals of Ours". 
The Palm Beach High School Orchestra, directed by Mr. Howard B. Swyers, will 
play "Pomp and Circumstance" (Elgar) for the processional, "Finale from the 
Fifth Symphony" (Beethoven), and "Queen of Sheba" (Gounod) for the recessional. 
The graduating class will be presented to Dr, Leonard for graduation by Mr, 

Elbert E. Bishop, college registrar. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 


Marking the end of the final examination period at Palm Beach Junior 
College this year will be the annual Ereshmen-Sophomore banquet which will 
be held at the South Ocean Club on May 26. The banquet is one of a series 
of "end-of-the-year" social events at the college. It will be followed by 
Activity Day on May 27, when the entire student body will go to Grenall's 
Park in Miami for an all-day party sponsored by the Student Goverrment of 
the college. On May 28, the Phi Theta Kappa honorary society will hold its 
annual initiation and banquet at the Colony Hotel. The appearance of the 
1949 college annual, the Galleon. is expected before the graduation exercises, 
and if the annuals arrive in time, an annual-signing party for the students 
vdll take place on Monday, May 30, 
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Dr. John I. Leonard, President of Palm Beach Junior College, will 
deliver two commencement addresses at Palm Beach and Martin County high 
schools. On June 7 st 8:00 p.m, he will address the Martin County High 
School graduating class at Stuart in the band shell of the City Park, which 
adjoins the high school. He will also be the commencement speaker at the 
Clewiston High School graduation exercises on June 16 at 8:00 p.m. at the 
Sugarland Auditorium. 
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